FROM CHARLEMAGNE TO ABELARD
his great work of reforming the distant and rudimentary
Prankish Christian communities. Carloman, the king, knew
greatness when he saw it. He made Boniface first Chief
Bishop, then Primate; and soon it became a settled condition
of Prankish social life that Boniface ruled through the king.
The times might have been made for such a one as Boniface,
and the very difficulties of contemporary political circumstance
did but work together to give him his chance to make of his
genius for obedience and diplomacy the ground of creative
advance in the next generation in every European field of
expression. Christendom was in the thick of the Iconoclastic
Controversy. The Papacy was between the devil of an
heretical emperor in Byzantium, to whom the Pope owed a
legal suzerainty, and the deep sea of the raiding proclivities of
the Lombard Luidprand, who, with suspicious speed, became
suddenly more righteous than they all, and proceeded to
overrun the domains of the Emperor in Italy and to threaten
Rome herself in the guise of the Protector of the One True
Faith as against the heresy of the Emperor and the supposed
compliance of his nominal subject the Pope. Nor did the
Roman citizens help matters by dropping into their invariable
habit of raising a series of riots to tie the hands and embarrass
the efforts of the papal leaders, whose cause was in fact their
own. Vicious circles can be broken only from without, and
the circle within which Pope Gregory II was hemmed was
vicious indeed. But north of the Alps was a catholic monarch,
Carloman of the Franks. He had but recently proved both
his power to aid and his devotional attachment to the Christian
cause by flinging back the advancing wave of Mohammedans
from Spain at Poitiers. And with him was Boniface, by far the
ablest bishop of the day, and a resolutely devoted son of the
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